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FOREIGN SECRETARY

EXTERNAL TELEVISION BROADCASTING

I have seen a copy of your minute of 29 October to Douglas
Hurd.

Your proposal to switch some of the resources provided for
external sound broadcastlng to_a world TV news service took me

Tre—
sl1ght1y by surprlse. In your recent dlscu551ons with John

Major he was persuaded to agree to an increase in your budget
on the understanding that it was necessary to accommodate the

minimum politically-acceptable level of service by tEeWBBC

external serv1ces, and specifically in vernacular radio. But
g
I can see that you might feel that policy objectives might be

satisfied equally well by a mixture of sound and television

broadcasting, provided the television component seemed likely
to be at least as effectlve as the radio component it

replaced. It seems to me “that there must be some doubt about
this in view of the additional technical requirements of
satelllte TV reception; and I am sure you will be seeking to
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satlsfx_zgyrself on thlS p01nt. If we can be reasonably
assurea of value for money, and if colleagues generally take
the view that it would be right for us to make a pump-priming
contribution, then subject to satisfactory resolution of the
point raised in the next paragraph, I will not object to a

contribution being found from within existing provision.

The Prime Minister has expressed the view that it would be
wrong to funds for this purpose without
offering exact_y the same fac111t1es to ITN. I see much force

in thls: it seems entirely right to avoid any arrangement
which would put ITN at a disadvantage to the BBC
internationally. But I must make it clear that if any public
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funds were to flow to ITN for that purpose this, too, would
have to come out of your ex1st1ng budget No doubt Douglas
Hurd w1ll have views on whether your proposal, as it stands,
might lead to difficulties with ITN.

I very much welcome your resolution to make agreement
conditional on acceptance by the BBC of satisfactory
prescription changes. I trust the BBC w1ll understand that
the presumption will be that if world TV news is successful

these changes will be permanent and tﬁé§' cannot expect
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redutions to be restored at the end of the 3-year period.
Distribution to poorer countries is, I take it, not likely to
be practicable for some years. But if there should be any
reference in your talks with the BBC to our willingness to
consider fggd{gg such distribution, I trust you will make it

clear that we cannot promise any additional resources for it.

It seems to me that the best course now would be for officials
of all four Departments concerned (including the Treasury) to

‘meet and consider the various options, so as to put revised

\adv1ce to Ministers.

I am copying this to the Prime Minister, Douglas Hurd, David

Young and Kenneth Clarke.

N.L.
9 November 1987







